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Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1 .56, Applicant hereby notifies 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached PTO- 
1449 form which are all the references of record in parent application No. 09/228,239. Applicant 
is not submitting duplicate copies of these references but requests that they be listed on the face 
of any patent granted on the above application. (See 37 CFR § 1.98(d).) Copies of any cited 
copending applications, if not previously submitted, are being submitted herewith. 

1. Japanese Patent Publication No. 2-220330, published September 3, 1990, with English 
abstract. 

2. Japanese Patent Publication No. 8-305321, published November 22, 1996, with 
English abstract. 

3. Japanese Patent Publication No. 7-219474, published August 18, 1995, with English 
abstract. 
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4. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 47-24763, published October 18, 1972. 

5. Japanese Utility Model No. 50-22607, published July 8, 1975. 

6. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 48-14144, published May 4, 1973. 

7. Japanese Utility Model No. 56-18652, published February 18, 1981. 

8. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 4-181633, published June 29, 1992. 

9. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2-297836, published December 10, 

1990. 

10. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 7-162052, published June 23, 1995. 

11. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 63-29797, published February 8, 1988. 

12. japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. S47-24763, dated October 18, 1972. 

13. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. H9-68944, dated March 11, 1997. 

14. U.S. Patent 4,665,345, dated May 12, 1987. to Shionova, et al. 

15. U.S. Patent 6,01 1,355, dated January 4, 2000, to Nagai . 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 
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